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1. Situation

Aki and Jun are talking about a report for homework.

Dialogue

7%
Aki:

N
H O ENE?

Did you write it already?

H 9 already; soon; again; more; strengthens expression of an emotion; filler word: ZRA7, b
iy

I, JmA 9 L Like, let’s go home already?

n M

FEUN/~ past tense of FEL

n
F£< to write

Vav o E7, FEEF L LR

Jun: Not yet. It can be written quickly, right?

7%

Aki:

NR
F77 yet; still; F7ZIFILRV, I can’t go home yet.
< immediately; right away; soon

o o
EIF 5 potential form of FEL; ~IF 5 expresses possibility; can; can be

st
~ J 72 shares mutual sentiments; confirms some information: ZFEUMJ 23, It's cold, right?; X7 is
sometimes used by male speakers; 2 UMW X, may imply she might not know that she’s cute, 2
VW32, may imply you expect her to notice it too, and 2 W NI 32, implies that the speaker is

certain about the statement and expect the other person to agree

brL C A
D9 Dy B IRV IRERIDN o T2 X

No, it took me quite a long time.
9 9 A nuh-uh; no

SRR i
72V very; considerably; rather; 4 HIX/H 2V 3\, It’s very cold today.

U

A time
MH>o 7= past tense of 25D

M5 to take (time, resource); to cost; to hang
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b
e ~J introduces new information; emphasises a sentence; Hi7ZX ! It’ s morning!

Talt i 2., FARIT?

Jun: Huh, that long?

EALES
e X . Z— expresses surprise or disappointment; x—. A ? What? Really?

7
o F/RIT so much; so; like that; often FAZRIT~72UN: ZFARIZENAR, T can’t eat that much.

Fo29 en~A

TR, RETE -T2 X,

Aki: It was pretty tough.

FoZ9

o fEkE adv. quite, fairly; na—adj. good

fon~A

o K7 serious; terrible; hard; difficult

Hd
e 72o7- past tense of nouns and na—adjectives; [N7Z->7-, It was raining.

Varviz—, E9LE9,
Jun: Gee, what should I do?

e Y9 L LY what should I do?
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2. Situation

Haru is trying to pass a thread through the eye of a needle.

Dialogue

VaYI%

Haru:

Vi

Aki:

NJL

Haru:

(=4

Ch—. ALV,

Ah, it won’ t go it.

(=3

[ELVA
A B2\ negative form of A5

[ELA
A% to enter; to come in; to go in

A

: j&%LZSUDjKZQ‘?

Is it tough to get in?
iﬂé to put in; to include

7=
~® @ can make other words, such as verbs, function like a noun: BXZHZDIICH D, I will stop

eating.

1) b5 Fr
D, BBEOWONR? LRI,
Yeah, are my eyes bad? I can’t see well.

9 A (casual, non—keigo) yes; yeah

B
H eye; ordinal number suffix (-th)

EeY)
HELY bad
[EYVP-30]
~@ emphasises a sentence or question: AR¥YIZTE 5D ?Can you really do it?; T&EH®D !'I can do
b= L
it!; may sound feminine in some cases; F.L ., T&XAH®, sounds feminine.
st
~7>72 indicates uncertainty; softens a sentence; B X o & FEWA7e, T think it’s a bit cold.
Wiz A A
&< good; well; often; HARIZELKFITEEF, 1 go to Japan often.
Fr N I N
R, 272 negative form of R.Z2 5

EA
1,275 to be seen, to be in sight; to look, to seem, to appear
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bizL

TX R, RAHIM?
Aki: Should T do it?
e A9 ou form of 5; ~ou expresses suggestion; let’'s _ ; ﬁAi 9, let’'s eat; ﬁ'f: 9. let’s

g0; %ﬂfﬁo let’s play; ?%%50 let’ s make.

e X°5% to do; to give

e ~71n? makes a sentence a question; usually used with keigo sentences in spoken Japanese;
textbooks often drop the question mark, but it’s common to use a question mark in real-life

situations

NV TTEDH?

Haru: Can you?

NOL x

TX 2% to be able to do; to be ready; to be made; to be good at; e.g. fZNTX b=to find a

&b

b
girlfriend, AEN TE %=to make a friend

TX R THhD,

Aki: T'11 give it a try.

Lo T te—form of X°%; te—form is often used to connect to other expressions; te—form may
7=
indicate a command; & -X7T ! Please eat!; it’s common to end a sentence with a te—form. Japanese
R L ENZl 5;?1“\\0:2); -3
people often don’ t finish a sentence completely: WEH#KIT-> T, #1978 LT, . o I went to school
yesterday, studied, and...

7=
e ~THhD to try and __; to try something; to attempt to do something; B_XTH5B, I'1l try
eating.
E .
NV B— Aol T2,
Haru: Wow, it went it. Amazing.
X [E4N

e A7z past tense of A%

e J VU i-adj. fantastic, wonderful, terrible; adv. awfully, very, immensely
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3. Situation

A customer is having their bicycle fixed at a bicycle shop.

Dialogue

CLTAL

HiEd by = Lk

Bicycle Shop: It’s done.
o %Z‘ZbV) * L7z past tense of rff%i}’)@ E3cn
. ff%ZbU *£9 F9 form of ff%ﬁ/)%.’); ~ %7 makes a keigo (polite) sentence

B
o #IBD to end; to finish

R b5
B EINENSTEATTIN?
Customer: Where was the bad part?

e Y Z where

b%

e M) 57~ past tense of HEL

[,/) ZiF A

e ~AT7Y commonly used when you explain something; ZEi ZIK ﬁ/u“C‘é” In fact, I'm Japanese.

LTAL®XR =

AR : Z 2 :F'nEJ BRHY ELT-, b Oﬁiziﬁ“ot

Bicycle Shop: The issue was here. You can use it now.

e T~ Z here

N &V W LHiEn 37

e ~|Z indicates a destination, place or point of attention: HAARIZIT< to go to Japan; KEIZFET

R
to talk to a friend; indicates the result or goal of an action: K AIZ72% to become an adult;

HAHn T
indicates an actor in a passive sentence: J/AEIZH- DA o7z, I was found by a teacher.

H AT

e [l problem; question
o H»Y FE L7 past tense of HY £
o HVFET £ form of D; ~F7 makes a keigo (polite) sentence

e 5 to be (existence); to have (possession); to happen; use &5 for objects and \ % for people

and animals

20 jer/N
o fExFI FI form of 2 5; ~F7 makes a keigo (polite) sentence
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e o7
o f{#ix 5 potential form of f#9; ~2x 5 expresses possibility; can; can be

S

e f{#9 to use; to handle

RS

% . Lot Teo TRIET,

Customer: Good. I can ride it on the way back.

e LMo 7z paste tense of LU+ W\; “what a relief”: %%“C“J:ﬁ)of:o It’s good (I'm relieved)
that you are fine.

D [}
e o T te—form of AH; te—form is often used to connect to other expressions; te—form may

7
indicate a command; B XT ! Please eat!; it’s common to end a sentence with a te—form. Japanese

FDINRSTH D
N

z SAE LD
people often don’t finish a sentence completely: MEAZFRIT-> T, #15 L T, o o I went to school

yesterday, studied, and...

e A to ride; to get on; to take (the train, bus etc.)
MA MR
o IFINFET F9 form of JFND; ~F 7 makes a keigo (polite) sentence

MA NA
e JEFILD potential form of JF5H; ~iLD expresses possibility; can; can be

INZ
=

w5 to return; to go home; to go back

°
—
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4., Situation

They would like to buy masks, but they are sold out everywhere.

Dialogue

g/

T~ 27 BAROATTE, £5Time
Tanaka: I can’t buy masks. How about you?

e YA mask

. fé"i%_?itb\ negative form of i%\}?_é

M
H %2 5 potential form of E 9; ~% 5 expresses possibility; can; can be

B
e Y9 how; what; &9 9 ?What do you think?; how about: T — A & 9 ?How about (eating) ramen?
e ~T79 polite ending; use this polite form, called “keigo,” when you talk to strangers, people

who are older than you, and in business situations.

bzl

S5 »
g . FL T, BExEwAda,
Sato: It is the same for me. We can’t buy them, can we?
bzl v R
e ~1% too; also; FL H4T< ! I'11 go too!l
o iéi’iiﬂ”/u negative form of E%iizif
s »
e HZXFT F£79 formof HZD; ~F7 makes a keigo (polite) sentence

e ~7}2 shares information or experiences; softens a sentence; expects an agreement; isn’ t it?;
b .
don’ t you?; FMi7243, Oh, it’s raining (as you can see).
7= 78 P R
H : WAHAAREZ, RTHATTITE,
Tanaka: That’ s even though I am looking at all kinds of places.

7
e WAATZ various; different kinds of; WAAZLREDEE 57-, I bought many different kinds of
things; \WWAA7ZR is more colloquial than WAWAZR

05 LIh

LA LA
e . &Z place: JAWAT a big place; point: DLW AT &5 ? Is there anything you don’ t

N
understand?; part; aspect: FAZRE ZADMFX ? What part do you like?; area; explains the

[7]

Japanese Vocabulary: The Shortcut https://members.japanesevocabularyshortcut.com/



202049 H 14 H Level 1l v X7, B2 2WATT &,

X L)
PR

Sato:

7o 72 h

I

x 7=
current situation: B_XTWAH L ZA I'm in the middle of eating; B+ Z A 1 just finished
eating (= at the point where I finished eating.)

I Fr
T te—form of H.%; te—form is often used to connect to other expressions; te—form may indicate

T
a command; f-XT ! Please eat!; it’s common to end a sentence with a te—form. Japanese people

XD INSTH RAE LD

often don’ t finish a sentence completely: FEHFRAIT- T, #H# LT, o o I went to school
yesterday, studied, and...

ES

FA
1.5 to see; to look; to watch; to check; we use #1%5 for things like sports or TV shows
~T% verb form to express continuation; X% + T3 = T35 eating; TH is a
L
colloquial version of TW % ; some verbs such as %15 uses this form to express the present
L L
situation #1->TW% (I know) but uses the present native form to say the opposite: ZI 572\ (I

L
don’ t know); often TA in spoken Japanese: F#L. ZFi->TA® ?Do you know that?

~1F & but; however; although; though; a lot of people finish a sentence with (72) 1} & because it

makes the sentence less direct.

BV

K2 £ A L,

There really aren’ t any, are there?

[EY 2]

A4 truth; right; really

Y FHA negative form of H VN FJ
HYFEFT F7 form of 5; ~F 7T makes a keigo (polite) sentence

ES2LELX IR,

Tanaka: What should we do?

LELEY LY formof T5; ~FL X9 is a keigo form of ~ X 9 which expresses desire;
let’s __

9 LFELXY What should I do?
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