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1. Situation

Aki sees her elder sister, Haru, writing something on a Sunday morning and asks her about it.

Dialogue

2l o

T X AENTHD?
X x 9
NV AERTHI L,

&
T BRIE?

L&A ~ X

ol
NV B DOEBENWDNIZT D ED, 1T ED &,

oYiel:3 BIE

TH ~—, Th, B TRALND Lok

Breakdown

A e/
7X o fIENTHD?
Aki: What are you writing?

iz

e fi] what

»n »
o FENT te—form of &< ; te—form is often used to connect to other expressions; te—form may

7=
indicate a command; &-X7T ! Please eat!; it’s common to end a sentence with a te—form. Japanese

ZoWn NAELD

EX2 NN/ RS
people often don’ t finish a sentence completely: WER AT T, #1938 LT, . o I went to school

yesterday, studied, and...

7
o FE to write

T 7=
e ~TW5h, ~Th verb form to express continuation; B~X% + T\5 = BXT\5 eating; TH is
L
a colloquial version of TU%; some verbs such as %1% uses this form to express the present

L L
situation #1->TW% (I know) but uses the present native form to say the opposite: #5572\ (I

L
don’ t know); often TA in spoken Japanese: F#L. Fi-oTA® ?Do you know that?

EY VR

e ~® emphasises a sentence or question: A2 TESHD ?Can you really do it?; TX25D !'T can do

br-L
it!; may sound feminine in some cases; F.L ., TXAH®, sounds feminine.
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ayi%

Haru:

7 ¥
Aki:

Vayi%

Haru:

7
Aki:

T x D

A HTAZ L,

Things to do today.

ERE)

2 H today

95 to do; to make; to decide on; to choose

Euot b
Z & thing: KZFE/AZ & an important thing; Z & converts a sentence into a massive noun: BHH.

ITiE A A LT L7z NNV W

AARIZITS Z X8 Ly, It's difficult to go to Japan tomorrow. ("BAH. HAIZ{T< Z &7 works

like a big chunk of noun)

e
o I d = are

For example?

ek
B 21X for example; such as

CEA o~ R

e
 HOOEBENWICT D &0, 1TP<ED LDy

Clean up my room, go to bed early, and so on.

[SIPNYY)
B4y oneself

.
= room

XU beautiful; pretty; clean

Wz <5HFE N
~ &7 such as; or something; and so on; something like; F &M H EE W=V, T want to buy

5% i
things like cars or houses; people often add to soften a word: HL E2EU 7=\, I want to buy a

car (& 7> doesn’t have a lot of meaning.)

[ESd S

By early; soon; VY fast

kel
&5 to sleep; to lie down; to go to bed

ik BIE

t~—, Th, EHHTRADLND LA,

Hmnm. Can’ t you just remember them in your head, though?

~— oh, ves?; really?

ZiE A A} T =
Tt but; however: T%H., HAUZITZ 72V, But, I want to go to Japan; even: 71 T%H HEK7Z VN, Even
professionals can’t do it.; or something; things like; how about; often used to soften a word and

b 7
doesn’ t have a lot of meanings: BATH E D ?How about tea?; 7— AL THAES ?Do you want to

eat (things like) ramen?

A‘”f;j:li i/)j:i . &izi ‘ir)Za
BH head; BE 23\ smart; FE 23HEUY stupid
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BIE BIF

o 2z (5)3LD potential form of 2 5D; ~(5H)ILD expresses possibility; can; can be; some people

consider ~5H#1L% is a correct from, however, many people use ~#L% in spoken Japanese
BIF
e Wz 5 to learn; to remember; to memorize

e UxA U=xA: common way of ending a sentence mainly in Kanto region, a colloquial form of U %

ERS (5

20 isn’t ity AHEBEVWE A, ZB TRV, It's cold today, right? So I won’t go out; You

023

S POl Tk

know I don’ t have money, right?; 8 AKI A, SHEZ LW TI N2 TTT A ? Suzuki-san came

57
to work, right? Why?; expresses a slight surprise or emphasizes a remark: ~%. #. 29 FW L%

Auo Wow, you are a good singer.
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2. Situation

Haru writes down the things she must not forget on a piece of paper, but Aki does not appear

to.
Dialogue

bzl n
2= A iiﬁ%ﬁb\fcﬁ

BIEATL
2NJL e §;< G)ﬁ>‘*%§ﬁ£ﬁ>ﬁ_
B U A Ookd
THTH, EER, BEL A,
Y

NV TR AT N, TS ’fkboqfo’%) 7 &,
Breakdown

b=l
7 0 KL iiﬁ%ﬁl/\iﬁ
Aki: T don’t write these things down.

. ﬁ%i)\fcﬁb\ negative form of ﬁ%;<
e ~7¢ expresses emotions; emphasises the emotion; softens the sentence; often 78—: Ef}gf\%%égfib\
72, 1 want to go to Japan; HOWW/r—, It's so cute
WhiEAT L

INJL §§< DIN—FHENT L
Haru: Writing them down is the safest way (the most certain way).

7=
~@ @ can make other words, such as verbs or adjectives, function like a noun: X2 DIILCH

[E3

5, I will stop eating. BKLWDIX 4 ? Which is the one you want?
WhHIEA
—Z% number one; first; most
=L
F7> adj. sure, certain, reliable; adv maybe, probably, if I remember rightly, it’s my

=L =L Th & ba
understanding that; FENMNT surely, certainly; you' re right: FEHNZI KA E I, The weather is
certainly bad.

b
~ X introduces new information; emphasises a sentence: §72 % ! It’s morning!
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n» Ui O ko
THx o Th, ELHH, BELR A,
Aki: Don’ t you need time to write them down, though?

2 E A 12}

e T1% but; however: TH, HARIZITE 72\, But, I want to go to Japan; even: 7013“6%&5]%@1/‘0 Even

professionals can’t do it.; or something; things like; how about; often used to soften a word and

Y

7=
doesn’ t have a lot of meanings: BATH E 9D ?How about tea?; 7— AL THAES ?Do you want to
eat (things like) ramen?

i WH LA e

o ] time; hour: —HKF] one hour, [ two hours

[NSR N

o Ji# necessary

A B
NV VIRIZKER DDA K, TSI bD o bR ) X

Haru: It doesn’t take that much time. 1’11 be done soon.

e F A7 that; such: %/uiﬁé(i’(“% 72uN, T can’t do such a thing; F AT so much; so; like that;

7=
often F AT~ ZFARITAEN, T can’ t eat that much.

o  IMATZRV negative form of 23D
e /)5 to take (time, resource); to cost; to hang

e < immediately; right away; soon
B
o #IBD to end; to finish
e ~bBxx9H to end up doing; to do accidentally; to do without meaning to; to happen to do; to

7=
connect a verb to H% 9, simply remove 7= from the paste form: X5 % 9 to end up eating
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3. Situation

Yamamoto—san takes a call for Sato—san. Sato-san’ s desk is a bit far from Yamamoto-san’ s desk.

Dialogue

A

04
o
e
N

S IR=) Trb

e S AL EEETT

'3
N
N}

oF

TAD WHIEA

L, EOBETTN? —HTTN?

4
H
o
e

A=

g, &/ TT,

Pt

Nk
e
I

BT

[Nl =

o)
XV, D FELE, ZEEDET, HRE S,
Breakdown

RELE k9 ’C*/u_‘ab
(A S A, BRETY,
Yamamoto: Sato—san, you have a call.

Thb Thb

e FEif telephone, call; %E#E3 5 to call (on the phone)

5o <Ab WBIEA
Ve - 1XV, EOEFETT ZETIm?
Sato: Okay, which line is it? Line 17

2B B

e YO which; what; EFOMBEE 5 ?What (which) film are we going to watch?

LELE Ei/v
WA Wiz, /T,

Yamamoto: No, it’s Line 2.

e % no; colloquial version of W%

9 b A
e 1TV, D FELZ, ZF/EVET, HUNE D,
Sato: Okay, got it. I’11 take Line 2. Thanks.

b H
o M) FE LT past form om Z3H0 £

b b
o D FET FI form of 4D ~F T makes a keigo (polite) sentence

»

e 3/ 5 to understand; to see

o L UFET F9 formof &5; ~F7 makes a keigo (polite) sentence
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< &
e Hi% to take; to get; to have; to pass; x5 to take (pictures, movies, etc.)
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4. Situation

Sato—san and Tanaka—-san are talking at work.

Dialogue

0k

L

/e

N7

e

7R

HH

ERR T A bbb

CAH. A EEE SN TR,

b=l

kb
T BB BnETS,

L5 bs
ek - D X< o TE 9 L1,
7R
HH 72 A TTT 0,
R
12—'5)%?“‘% £< \75>V) FH A
Breakdown
gro  xxo T A bBE
gk - 4\El IR ADNERE SN T TR,
Sato: Well, there are so many phone calls today.
e
e 72 /Ul something; things like ..., or something like that ...; conversation filler: 72/ 7>, #
/A
W, Well, it’s cold; emphasises noun, often in a deprecating way: ’ﬁliiAJﬁ\ﬁ§b\ T don’ t like
something like fish.
BB
e %\ many; much; a lot of
e ~7}2 shares information or experiences; softens a sentence; expects an agreement; isn’ t it?;
H
don’t you?: Fi7/Z%43, Oh, it’s raining (as you can see)
7R bzl

HH

AN N O;UU\ET

Tanaka: Yes, 1 think so too.

%9 so (as in ”I think so”): =92 & 9, T think so. ; =972 A7, 1 see.; that is so, that’s

right

BH Bb
BWET F£9° form of B9 ~F 7 makes a keigo (polite) sentence

b Lz

B B
B9 to think; to believe; to feel; to expect; ~& 9 to think that: BHH. TT< &;u 9. I think

I will go tomorrow.
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S IR=]

Ve -

Sato:

7o 7 i

HH

Tanaka:

T S

Sato:

b

FAND XL o TEET L2,

The phone has been ringing since the morning.
b=

B morning

I iE A

~M 6 from; after: E|2|§75>6§Ei L7z I'm from Japan.

IZiF A

£ < good; well; often: HAIZ L <ATXFEJ, I go to Japan often.

x> T te—form of 7% ; te—form is often used to connect to other expressions; te—form may

7=
indicate a command; X7 ! Please eat!; it’s common to end a sentence with a te—form. Japanese

DHIP ST H N AR ¥

HERAT-> T, #158 LT, o o I went to school

x
people often don’t finish a sentence completely: B

yesterday, studied, and..
~T&FET F7 form of ~TL D, ~F7 makes a keigo (polite) sentence
~7T< % [1] go and __; indicates that you will do something and come back to the original

44

place; indicates you are doing something in addition to coming to a placel 5(L.'fTOT< 5D

b

z5
I’ 11 go to school (and come back.) [2] indicates a gradual process: ZEMNIRL 72> T< %, The sky

[ R LZ¢

is becoming red. [3] indicates something you’ ve been doing in the past. /\i’(’ ATHEEHELTE
72. I’ ve been working alone up until now.
st

~ X 72 shares mutual sentiments; confirms some information: ZE\ J 232, It's cold, right?; K72 is

sometimes used by male speakers; 2 UMW X, may imply she might not know that she’s cute, 7
VW32, may imply you expect her to notice it too, and 2 W NI #2, implies that the speaker is

fairly certain about the statement and expect the other person to agree.

IR AT TN,

I wonder why.

72 /0 C why; how come

b
00D EFEAR,

I’m not sure.

/\73 Y ¥+ negative form of \73 UR=3cn
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